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Limpopo’s Finest Voices
By Conny Mabunda 

A frequence where ancient heritage meets youthful brilliance, and for three unforgettable days, Limpopo found it. The atmosphere at Bolivia Lodge did not merely hum with music, it fractured under the weight of an intense, heart-stopping vocal crucible that pushed human capability to its absolute edge. It reverberated with passion, discipline and excellence as young choristers from across the province showcased their remarkable talents at the ABC Motsepe South African Schools Choral Eisteddfod (SASCE) Provincial Competition.

The prestigious three-day event brought together primary and secondary schools in a rigorous display of vocal artistry. Learners competed in a variety of categories, including Western, African and Traditional Folklore music, captivating adjudicators and audiences alike with performances that reflected dedication, cultural pride and musical excellence.
After intense competition, Capricorn South Education District emerged as the overall winner, followed by Capricorn North in second place and Mogalakwena Education District in third position.

Limpopo will be represented at the national championships in a range of categories, including Special Schools (B&D, PD and MID), SID, Farm and Small Schools Mixed Double Quartet, Sextet, Chamber Choir, Soprano Solo, Mezzo-Soprano Solo, Tenor Solo, Baritone Solo, Trio, Secondary African and Western Choirs, Female Choir (SSA), Male Choir (TTBB), as well as Folklore categories such as Social Ills Jingle, Preferred Culture and Own Choice Culture.

Addressing attendees, Head of Department Maropene Seshibe reflected on the unifying power of choral music. “History tells a tale of discrimination and limited opportunities but SASCE has a way of bringing people together. Learners interact with people from different backgrounds and this demonstrates that we are raising a united nation. I am thankful to all schools that participate in this programme and progress to provincial and national levels as it is a difficult journey that requires commitment and dedication,” said Seshibe.
MEC for Education Mavhungu Lerule-Ramakhanya also acknowledged the collective efforts that contributed to the success of the competition. She encouraged educators who will accompany learners to the national championships to guide and support them throughout the journey.” Every person in schools, circuits and districts must be well-equipped and fully aware of their responsibility. I wish all our learners who are proceeding to the national competition the very best,” she concluded.

As the final notes faded and the last trophies were lifted, it became evident that the true triumph belonged to the spirit of Limpopo itself. The qualifying choirs now prepare to take their talents to the national stage, carrying with them the hopes, pride and harmonies of a province that continues to sing from its very soul.

During the closing proceedings, the event coordinator urged educators to ensure that learners with health conditions travel with their prescribed medication during the national competition to avoid any complications. He also announced that the 2026 National SASCE Competition will take place at Moreleta Kerk in Pretoria from 30 June to 3 July 2026.


